
 

 
 
 

Rocky Mountain Mineral Law Foundation Scholarship Programs 

Application Form 

 
2021-2022 Academic Year  

 

Eligibility 

Law students are eligible for scholarships who will be enrolled full time at a Rocky Mountain Mineral Law Foundation (RMMLF) 
Constituent Law Schools (CLS) during the 2021-22 Academic Year, and who demonstrate a commitment to the study of “natural 
resources law,” which includes for purposes of this application oil and gas law, mining law, energy law, water law, public land law, 
environmental law, and related areas. 

General Criteria 

All applications will be evaluated by RMMLF’s scholarship committees according to an established set of criteria that include: 

 the potential to make a significant contribution to 
natural resources law 

 academic ability 

 leadership ability 

 year in law school 

 financial need 

Available Scholarships  

RMMLF has a number of scholarship programs. Students may complete one application to apply for all of these programs, although 
students should pay special attention to the criteria for each scholarship and address those criteria in the application, if applicable. 
The General Criteria apply to all of our scholarship programs, but certain scholarships other than RMMLF Scholarships may have 
additional criteria. 

 RMMLF Scholarships. All students who satisfy the General Criteria above are eligible for RMMLF Scholarships. One RMMLF 
Scholarship award recipient every year will receive the “David P. Phillips Scholarship,” which will be awarded to an applicant who 
meets the General Criteria above and who exemplifies some or all of the personal attributes of David P. Phillips, including love of 
the American West and natural resources law, humility, inclusiveness, collegiality, and a commitment to public service. 

 Joe Rudd Scholarships. The Joe Rudd Scholarship was established in 1979 by Joe Rudd’s firm, family, and friends, in his memory 
and to honor his legacy by recognizing law students who exhibit an interest in, and nexus to, natural resources law. Applicants 
who demonstrate a significant connection to Alaska, in addition to the General Criteria above, may be given preference for Joe 
Rudd scholarships. 

 FHDO Scholarships. The Frances Hartogh Diversity Outreach (FHDO) Scholarship program was established in 2019 to benefit 
members of a group that historically has been significantly deprived of equitable access to land-based resources in the Americas. 
FHDO Scholarship funding will be used for the applicant’s living expenses (exclusive of tuition and fees). A student may receive a 
FHDO Scholarship in addition to a RMMLF tuition only scholarship. The criteria for this scholarship includes (1) a desire to pursue 
a mineral resource law practice; (2) serious and diligent pursuit of academic achievement (note that outstanding academic 
performance is not required); (3) the potential to contribute to the mineral law community; (4) leadership ability; (5) 
engagement on issues related to diversity, inclusion, and equity with respect to at least one historically disadvantaged group, 
including but not limited to the groups described below, women, and LGBTQ people; (6) financial need, which may include 
avoiding excessive student loan debt or the burden of a school-year work commitment; and (7) the applicant must be a member 
of a group (other than a gender-defined group) that is principally based in North America, Central America, the Caribbean or 
South America (the Americas) that historically has been significantly deprived of equitable access to land-based resources in the 
Americas. More information about this scholarship can be found on the last page of the application packet. RMMLF expects to 
award between two and three FHDO Scholarships annually. 

 Richard H. Bate Scholarship. The Richard H. Bate Scholarship was established in 2019 in memory of Mr. Bate. This scholarship 
will be awarded to an applicant who meets the General Criteria above and who demonstrates an interest in and nexus to the 
practice of oil and gas law. Students attending the University of Denver Sturm College of Law may be given preference for this 
scholarship. 
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 Catherine J. Boggs Scholarship. The Catherine J. Boggs Scholarship was established in 2019 in honor of RMMLF past president 
Cassie Boggs. This scholarship will be awarded to an applicant who meets the General Criteria above, with preference given to 
students who demonstrate an interest in, and nexus to, the practice of domestic or international mining law broadly defined, 
including the development and use of mineral resources for the development of renewable energy, the development of minerals 
on public lands, and ancillary environmental, sustainability, and other issues, and additional preference given to female students.   
 

 James M. King Scholarship. The James M. King Scholarship was established in 2020 in memory of RMMLF past president Jim 
King. This scholarship will be awarded to an applicant who meets the General Criteria above. Preference may be given to 
students who demonstrate an interest in mining law, broadly defined. 
 

 Mary A. Viviano Scholarship. The Mary A. Viviano Scholarship was established in 2020 in memory of RMMLF honorary trustee 
Mary Viviano. This scholarship will be awarded to an applicant who meets the General Criteria above, with preference given to 
female students. 

 
 Equity and Inclusion Scholarship. The Equity and Inclusion Scholarship was established in 2020, and will be awarded to one or 

two JD applicants who meet the General Criteria above and who identify as either Black or Indigenous (including Native American 
and First Nation). To be eligible for this scholarship, a student must be enrolled full time at an accredited law school but need not 
be attending a Constituent Law School. A student must demonstrate serious and diligent pursuit of academic achievement, but 
academic performance is not determinative. LL.M. students are not eligible for this scholarship. Note: Students who wish to 
apply only for this scholarship (and not for the other scholarships listed above) may complete a separate shorter application that 
only requires a single letter of reference. For the shorter application, contact Jaleen Edwards as jedwards@rmmlf.org. 

All scholarships, other than the FHDOS, must be used for tuition only or its equivalent (hereinafter referred to as tuition), and must 
be paid directly to the student’s law school. Past awards typically have ranged from $1,000 to $10,500. As noted above, an FHDO 
Scholarship award will be used for living expenses and may be awarded in addition to a tuition only scholarship. 

Constituent Law Schools 

To be eligible for RMMLF Scholarships, Joe Rudd Scholarships, FDHO Scholarships, a Richard H. Bate Scholarship, a Catherine J. Boggs 
Scholarship, or a Mary A. Viviano Scholarship students must be attending one of the following CLS: 
 

University of Alberta 
University of Arizona 
Arizona State University 
Brigham Young University 
University of Calgary 
University of California–Davis 
University of Colorado 
Creighton University 
University of Denver 
Florida State University 
Gonzaga University  
University of Houston 

University of Idaho 
University of Kansas 
Lewis and Clark 
Louisiana State University 
University of Minnesota 
University of Montana 
University of Nebraska 
University of Nevada–Las Vegas 
University of New Mexico 
University of North Dakota  
University of Oklahoma 
University of Oregon 

University of the Pacific-McGeorge 
University of South Dakota 
South Texas College of Law Houston 
Southern Methodist University 
Texas A&M University 
Texas Tech University 
University of Texas 
University of Tulsa 
University of Utah 
Washburn University 
University of Wyoming 

 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE APPLICANT: 

1. Format 

 You must complete all parts of this application form. A handwritten application will not be accepted. You must submit your 
application in the same format as the original form. Academic, financial, and other information will all be considered in 
evaluating your application.  
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2. Submission and Attachments 

You must submit as attachments in ONE EMAIL to scholarships@rmmlf.org scanned (pdf) copies of the following: 

 Your completed, dated, and signed application form. Do not include these instructions and 
general information pages. 

 

 Your law school transcript. First-year law school students must submit their undergraduate 
transcript. Unofficial copies of transcripts are acceptable. 

 

 Your LSAT or GRE report (whichever is required by your law 
school). This is typically the form displayed to the right, 
although an official school report providing the score may 
also be accepted.  

 
Students enrolled in combined JD/Masters programs must 
submit their LSAT report, unless their law school accepts the 
GRE in place of the LSAT. 

 

 
You should receive an email confirming receipt of your documents within two business days. If you do not, please call RMMLF at 
303-321-8100 and ask for Jaleen Edwards or Deanna Crowe. 

3. Letters of Reference 

Letters of reference from two individuals who can speak from personal knowledge concerning your character, ability, and 
potential to make a significant contribution to the field of natural resources law are required.  

 

 At least one reference should be from a law school professor. For incoming 1L students, this letter may be from a professor 
at the school where you received your undergraduate degree and/or undertook other graduate studies.  

 Every letter should include the email address, other contact information, position, and professional affiliation of the person 
providing the reference.  

 Every letter should be signed, dated, scanned, and attached to an email to RMMLF. It may be sent directly by the individual 
providing the reference or by the applicant. 

 “Group reference letters” (i.e., one letter recommending more than one student) will not be accepted. 

Letters of reference should be attached in an email to scholarships@rmmlf.org, and addressed to the Rocky Mountain Mineral 
Law Foundation, Attn: Scholarships Committee.  

4. Deadline 

 All documents necessary to complete this application must be received by RMMLF in the scholarships@rmmlf.org inbox by 
February 28, 2021 for JD APPLICANTS and March 15, 2021 for LLM/SJD APPLICANTS. Students enrolled in combined JD/Masters 
programs must observe the JD application deadline. 

 INCOMPLETE APPLICATIONS AND APPLICATIONS RECEIVED AFTER THE DEADLINE WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED.  

5. Notification 

Students will be notified of the results by early June. Successful applicants will be notified via email and mail, while regrets 
notifications will be sent via email only. Should you change your mailing address or email address, it is your responsibility to notify 
RMMLF of such change. RMMLF will not be responsible for communications sent to a location or email address that is erroneous 
due to lack of such notification. 
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Rocky Mountain Mineral Law Foundation 

Rocky Mountain Mineral Law Foundation Scholarship Programs Application Form 

arsh 
 

2021-2022 Academic Year 

DEADLINES: 
JD Candidates: February 28, 2021 

LLM/SJD Candidates: March 15, 2021 

 

 

 

Academic Term You Are Applying for:  
 

☐ Full Academic Year 2021-2022 

☐ Fall 2021 Semester 

☐ Spring 2022 Semester 
 

During the 2021-2022 Academic Year, You Will Be Attending the Following Law School: 
 

  
If you have not yet been accepted, you may list the Constituent Law School(s) at which you have applied 

 

Tuition Scholarship Amount You Are Applying for: 
 

$   
 

Tuition for period applied for, less amounts of other scholarships, grants, 
or fellowships that you have been awarded and will use for tuition 

 

Applicable Student Status at the Beginning of Fall 2021 Semester: 
 

☐ 1L  

☐ 2L  

☐ 3L  

☐ 4L (4-year JD program) 

☐ LLM/SJD  
Students enrolled in a combined JD/Master program should indicate their JD year. Incoming 1L students are advised that scholarships 

are seldom awarded to ILs due to their lack of law school academic record.  
 

PERSONAL INFORMATION 
  

1. Name   
(Last)       (First)      (Middle) 
 

2. Mailing Address __________________________________________________________________________ 
    (Street)    (City)   (State & Country)   (Zip or postal code) 
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3. Preferred Contact Number(s): _______________________________________________________________  
 

4. E-Mail Address:   
 

5. State of Legal Residence (if not U.S., list country of legal residence):  
 

6. Have you previously applied for a scholarship from the Rocky Mountain Mineral Law Foundation?   
 If so, what year? ______ Please note amount if you were awarded a scholarship:  
 
7. Gender Identity:___________ (optional, but students who self-identify as female may be considered for a preference for the 

Catherine J. Boggs Scholarship or the Mary A. Viviano Scholarship) 
 
8. Race/Ethnicity: ____________ (optional, but Black and Indigenous (including Native American and First Nations) JD students 

will be considered for an Equity and Inclusion Scholarship only if self-identified in this application) 
 

EDUCATIONAL INFORMATION 
 
9. If you are currently enrolled in law school, how many law credit hours towards graduation will you have, if any, at 

the end of the Spring 2021 term? _______ 
 

10. Please check the appropriate statement:  
 

☐ For purposes of admission to law school, I took the LSAT and my score  
 (or my average score if I took it more than once) was:     
 

☐ (if you did not take the LSAT) I took the GRE and my score (or my average 
 score if I took it more than once) was:   

 

☐ My school did not require that I take the LSAT or GRE for my degree program,  
 and I did not take the LSAT or GRE. 

 

11. If in law school, what is your cumulative law school GPA through your last completed semester?   
 

12. Please check the appropriate statement:  
 

☐ I am currently in the top  % of my class. 
 

☐ My school does not provide class rank statistics for students in my  
 situation, but I estimate in good faith that I am in the top 

 ☐10%,      ☐ 25%,      ☐ 50%,      ☐ other, of my class. 
 
13. What courses have you completed in natural resources law?: 

Courses/Seminars Credits Grade Instructor 
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14. What courses are you currently taking in natural resources law?: 

Courses/Seminars Credits Instructor 

   

   

   

   

   

 
15. What courses do you plan to take in natural resources law?: 

Courses/Seminars Credits Instructor 

   

   

   

   

   

 
16. List all other colleges and universities attended: 

Institution Major Field 
Date 

Attended Degree Earned 
Date 

Awarded 

Grade 
Point 

Average 

      

      

      

      

 

EXPERIENCE, INTERESTS, LEADERSHIP AND CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
17. Prior to law school, list your employment or involvement with businesses, organizations, or student groups (for 
employment, include only work related to natural resources or other significant career experience):  

Employer, Organization or 
Student Group 

 
Position 

 
Calendar Year(s) 

Approx. 
Hours/Mo. 

    

☐ Employee   ☐ Volunteer   ☐ Elected   ☐ Appointed   ☐ Intern 

    

☐ Employee   ☐ Volunteer   ☐ Elected   ☐ Appointed   ☐ Intern 

    

☐ Employee   ☐ Volunteer   ☐ Elected   ☐ Appointed   ☐ Intern 

    

☐ Employee   ☐ Volunteer   ☐ Elected   ☐ Appointed   ☐ Intern 

    

☐ Employee   ☐ Volunteer   ☐ Elected   ☐ Appointed   ☐ Intern 

    

☐ Employee   ☐ Volunteer   ☐ Elected   ☐ Appointed   ☐ Intern 
(if there’s not enough room in this form, please list only the most relevant activities) 
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18. If in law school, list businesses, organizations, or student groups with which you are or have been employed  
 or active: 

Employer, Organization or 
Student Group 

 
Position 

Year(s) 
 1L, 2L etc. 

Approx. 
Hours/Month 

Approx. 
Wages/Month 

     

☐ Employee   ☐ Volunteer   ☐ Elected   ☐ Appointed   ☐ Intern 

     

☐ Employee   ☐ Volunteer   ☐ Elected   ☐ Appointed   ☐ Intern 

     

☐ Employee   ☐ Volunteer   ☐ Elected   ☐ Appointed   ☐ Intern 

     

☐ Employee   ☐ Volunteer   ☐ Elected   ☐ Appointed   ☐ Intern 

     

☐ Employee   ☐ Volunteer   ☐ Elected   ☐ Appointed   ☐ Intern 

     

☐ Employee   ☐ Volunteer   ☐ Elected   ☐ Appointed   ☐ Intern 

     

☐ Employee   ☐ Volunteer   ☐ Elected   ☐ Appointed   ☐ Intern 
(if there’s not enough room in this form, please list only the most relevant activities) 

 
19. List any articles you have had published and where they may be found: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
 
20. If you are currently employed, list name, address, and telephone number of employer, and remuneration received: 

 

Name, Address, Phone No. of Employer 

 

Your Job Title 

Average Monthly 
Remuneration Received 
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21. Provide a general estimate of your non-tuition expenses for the 2021-22 Academic Year:

Expense Category 
Amount in 

Dollars 

Books & Supplies 

Housing 

Medical insurance costs & other medical costs 

Transportation 

Dependents 

Other _____________________________________________________ 

Other _____________________________________________________ 

Total 

22. During the 2021-22 Academic Year, assuming you do not receive an award from RMMLF, estimate what
your sources for funding your expenses will be:

Source 
Amount in 

Dollars 
Percent of my 

needs 

Personal savings (including savings from summer employment) % 

Concurrent employment income % 

Family support (including spouse) % 

Student loans % 

Other loans % 

Grants, Fellowships, Scholarships % 

Employer benefit (include military benefits) % 

Other: _____________________________________________________________ % 

23. Currently you have incurred about $_________ in student loan debt and, if you do not receive an award from
RMMLF, you estimate that, by the time you receive your law school degree, you will have incurred roughly
$_________ in student loan debt.

24. List any other facts relating to your finances that may assist the Committee in its evaluation of your application,
including your number of dependents, if any:
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PERSONAL STATEMENT 
 
25.  How did your interest in natural resources law develop and how do you intend to contribute to this field of law? 

 You should include anything in your background that supports your statement of interest in natural resources law. If 
you would like to be considered for a scholarship with a preference or specific criteria such as the Richard H. Bate 
Scholarship, the Catherine J. Boggs Scholarship, the James M. King Scholarship, the Mary A. Viviano Scholarship, or 
the Equity and Inclusion Scholarship, also include information that demonstrates satisfaction of the preference or 
specific criteria. 

 

 
26. Is there any other information you would like to provide that you believe would help the scholarship committees to 

be able to fully evaluate your application? (optional) 
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SPECIFIC SCHOLARSHIPS 

27.  Please indicate each of the following scholarships for which you would like to be considered: 
 

☐ FHDO Scholarship. See the back page of this application for more information. 

☐ Richard H. Bate Scholarship. See description on first page. 

☐ Catherine J. Boggs Scholarship. See description on second page. 

☐ James M. King Scholarship. See description on second page. 

☐ Mary A. Viviano Scholarship. See description on second page. 

☐ Equity and Inclusion Scholarship. See description on second page. 

REFERENCES 

28. The following two individuals will provide your letters of recommendation: 
 

(1) Name:             
 
Position or Affiliation:            
 

(2) Name:             
 

Position or Affiliation:            
 
 

PLEASE EMPHASIZE TO EACH OF YOUR REFERENCES THAT THEIR LETTER MUST BE SPECIFIC TO YOU (THAT IS, 
IT MUST NOT RECOMMEND A GROUP OF PEOPLE GENERALLY). WE MUST RECEIVE REFERENCE LETTERS AT 
SCHOLARSHIPS@RMMLF.ORG BY THE APPLICATION DEADLINE. IF YOUR LAW SCHOOL DID NOT PROVIDE A 
CLASS RANK IN QUESTION 10, IT WOULD BE HELPFUL IF ONE OF YOUR REFERENCES IS A LAW SCHOOL 
PROFESSOR WHO TAUGHT YOU AND CAN PROVIDE AN ESTIMATE OF YOUR RANK IN THEIR CLASS. 

MY CERTIFICATION 

By typing my name or entering my digital signature below, I certify that I am the applicant and that: 

(a) The information given on this application is complete and accurate, or is a good-faith reasonable estimate where 
so indicated. 

(b) I understand that any scholarship funds that I may be awarded will be applied only to the costs of tuition that is 
directly assessed by and payable to the law school (other than an FHDO Scholarship, which is available for living 
expenses). 

(c) Should I be awarded a scholarship, I will provide RMMLF with updates on my legal career following my law school 
graduation. 

(d) If any of the above information changes prior to receipt of RMMLF scholarship funds (e.g., if I receive additional 
financial aid or other scholarships), I will inform RMMLF immediately. 

(e) I understand that RMMLF may contact my references and others who may be familiar with my academic, work, 
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or activities history to discuss the information I’ve provided here. I understand that, if I am awarded a scholarship, 
RMMLF may also use the information provided here to connect me with RMMLF members who may share my 
interests or career goals. 

__________________________________     _______________________________________  
Date of Application Name               Digital Signature 
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Frances Hartogh Diversity Outreach Scholarship 

 
The Rocky Mountain Mineral Law Foundation (RMMLF) values diversity and recognizes that, historically, certain groups of 
people have been denied equitable access to land-based resources. See, for example, “Race, Ethnicity, and Natural 
Resources in the United States: A Review,” by John Schelhas, a copy of which may be viewed on the RMMLF website at the 
Professors and Students/Scholarships page. 
 
To promote diversity in the practice of resource law, RMMLF has established the “Frances Hartogh Diversity Outreach 
Scholarship” (the FHDOS). An FHDOS award will partially offset the applicant’s living expenses and will not prevent an 
applicant from also receiving another scholarship from RMMLF for law school tuition. To be eligible for an FHDOS, in 
addition to completing RMMLF’s scholarship application, an applicant must demonstrate that: 
 

A. They are a member of a group (other than a gender-defined group), based in the Americas, that has been 
significantly deprived of equitable access to land-based resources. Examples of such groups include: 

a. Indigenous peoples of the Americas, including Latinos with indigenous ancestry; 
b. Descendants of people enslaved in the Americas; 
c. Descendants of people whose access to quality housing was impaired by U.S. FHA redlining in the 20th 

Century; and 
d. Descendants of immigrants to the Americas who were interned during WWII, or who were otherwise 

prevented from owning land, because of their ethnicity; AND 
B. They have worked to promote diversity, inclusion, and equity with respect to at least one historically 

disadvantaged group, such as one of the groups described above, a gender-based group, or an LGBTQ group. 
For this purpose, groups are not limited to those that have been significantly deprived of equitable access to 
land-based resources. 

 
FHDOS awards are competitive. To apply for consideration, please provide written responses to the following and attach 
your responses as a separate document with your scholarship application: 

 
1. Please briefly describe your membership in a historically disadvantaged group, such as those described in Part A 

above (up to 200 words).  
2. Please briefly describe your work to promote diversity, inclusion, and equity with respect to any historically 

disadvantaged group (up to 200 words). 
3. Please briefly describe the unique value that your membership in a historically disadvantaged group can bring to 

the practice of natural resource law or your future clients (up to 400 words).   
 
 


